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PROCEDURES FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
FLORIDA STATUTES, CHAPTER 285.0105  
“If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Board, Agency or Commission with 
respect to the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, that person may need to ensure that a 
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based.” 
 
PROCEDURES FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
How to watch the meeting: Members of the public can watch public meetings and public 
hearings at https://www.youtube.com/user/CityofOpaLocka 
 
Historic Environmental Preservation Board Meetings are held in-person while allowing virtual 
participation. Members of the public wishing to address the Commission may do so in person 
or virtually. 
 
To participate virtually, please register by the meeting start time on the scheduled meeting 
date via the City of Opa-locka website at www.opalockafl.gov. 
 

Kinshannta Hall 
Historic Environmental Preservation Clerk 
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CITY OF OPA-LOCKA 
“The City of Bright Opportunities” 

AGENDA 
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION BOARD 

May 25, 2023 
7:00 PM 

    
1. CALL TO ORDER:  
    
2. ROLL CALL: 
    
3. MOMENT OF SILENCE: 
    
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
    
5. ADD-ON ITEM(S) 
    
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
      
    HEPB Reading Minutes- 3.23.2023 
    
7. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
  Agenda Items Only 
    
8. DISCUSSIONS & PRESENTATIONS: 
      
  1. Historic Preservation Month 

Historic Preservation Assessment Report – UF 
      
  2. Cross Review of Properties that are on the National Register of Historic Places 
      
  3. Properties that may qualify to be added to the list / Potential properties for historic 

designation 
      
  4. Property to be removed from the list of the National Register of Historic Places – 

1201 Sharazad Boulevard 
      
  5. Update of Historic Color Palette 
      
  6. Status of Historic City Hall Restoration Project 
      
  7. Announce the Availability and Criteria for the Historic Preservation Residential 

Assistance Grant – $10-$25K Applications Due June 30th, 2023. 
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9. BOARD COMMENTS: 
    
10. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 
All interested persons are invited to attend this meeting.  For additional information, 
please contact the Opa-locka Historic Environmental Preservation Board @ 305.953.2868 
ext. 1504 
 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special 
accommodations to participate in the proceeding should contact the Office of the City 
Clerk at 305.953.2800 for assistance no later than seventy-two (72) hours prior to the 
proceeding.  If hearing impaired, you may telephone the Florida Relay Service at 
1.800.955.8771 (TTY), 1.800.955.8770 (Voice), 1.877.955.8773 (Spanish) or 1.877.955.8707 
(Creole). 
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MEETING MINUTES 
CITY OF OPA-LOCKA 

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION BOARD 
THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2023 

7:00 P.M. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Historic Environmental Preservation Board (HEPB) meeting was called to order at 
7:10 p.m. on Thursday, March 23, 2023.  
 
An opportunity was given to the public to email the HEPB Clerk prior to the HEPB meeting 
with any questions/comments/concerns on items to be heard on this evening’s Agenda.  
 
HEPB Director Gregory Gay advised that Board Member Van Mecl would serve as Acting 
Chair (A/Chair) for tonight’s meeting. He added that a Vice Chair will be elected at a future 
meeting to assume this responsibility if the Chair is absent in the future. 
 
ROLL CALL  
 
The following members of the Opa-locka Historic Environmental Preservation Board were 
present: Board Member Romer Ferguson III, Board Member Alexander Van Mecl, Board 
Member Bob Smith, Board Member George Suarez (arrived 7:13 p.m.), and Board 
Member Nikisha Williams (departed 8:03 p.m.). Also present were Assistant City Attorney 
Jordan Gary, HEPB Director Gregory Gay, HEPB Staff Gerald Lee, and HEPB Board 
Clerk Kinshannta Hall.  
 
Absent Board Members: Chair Mykeshia Fenn, Board Member Zamarr Brown, Board 
Member Frances MacIntyre, and Board Member Nikitta Nixon. 
 
The Board Clerk Hall stated that Board Member Frances MacIntyre would attempt to 
participate virtually in tonight’s meeting, and Board Member Suarez anticipated joining 
the meeting at a later time. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
All present observed a moment of silence.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Board Member Suarez joined the meeting at 7:13 p.m. 
 
ADD-ON ITEM(S) 
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City of Opa-locka, Florida 
Historic Environmental Preservation Board 
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There were no add-on Items. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

• 9-22-2022 Reading Minutes 
 
Motion made by Board Member Suarez, seconded by Board Member Ferguson, to 
approve. In a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 

• 11-17-2022 Reading Minutes 
 
Motion made by Board Member Ferguson, seconded by Board Member Suarez, to 
approve. In a roll call vote, the motion passed 4-0 (Board Member Williams abstained).  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

• Agenda Items Only 
 
At this time A/Chair Van Mecl opened public comment, which he closed upon receiving 
no input. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 

1. A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF OPA-LOCKA, 
FLORIDA, APPROVING THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION BOARD TO APPROVE THE ANNUAL 
REPORT FROM January 1, 2022, THROUGH December 31, 2022; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR A CONFLICT AND REPEALER 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 
Motion made by Board Member Williams, seconded by Board Member Suarez, to 
discuss the Item.  
 
Director Gay explained that each year, Staff provides an annual report of the activities of 
the HEPB. The report is a summary of the activities that have taken place within the 
calendar year 2022 from January 1 through December 31.  
 
The Annual Report includes an introduction, a list of Board members, and a list of items 
that may have been dealt with regarding legislative activity related to the Board. Director 
Gay recalled that in 2022, some items came before the Board to ensure consistency 
between Miami-Dade County’s rules and regulations for historic preservation and the 
City’s rules and regulations. This resulted in modifications and amendments to specific 
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Historic Environmental Preservation Board 
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items, which were approved by the Board. Additional modifications were made with 
respect to how certain historic preservation designations were to be addressed.  
 
A form is included at the end of the document, listing the terms of Board members’ service 
on the HEPB as well as any actions taken by the Board during the previous calendar year. 
Director Gay advised that some scriveners’ errors have been identified in the document 
and will be corrected. Upon Board approval, the form will be transmitted to Miami-Dade 
County’s Historic Preservation Board for their consideration.  
 
Board Member Williams asked if the Board has a current list of designated historic 
properties, as well as a list of any properties which may have been demolished since the 
2021 Annual Report was submitted. Director Gay replied that the Board has a list of 
currently designated properties, and there have been no demolitions during the past year. 
The most recent demolition occurred in 2017.  
 
Director Gay continued that a list of currently designated historic sites is housed within 
the HEPB Department. The city is in the process of making this information available 
online through a Historic Preservation page on the City’s website. He noted that the City’s 
website is being updated as well.  
 
Board Member Williams asked if the list can be attached to the Annual Report. She also 
asked if it would be possible to include a description of and/or update on Historic City 
Hall, as there has been discussion of designating funds for the restoration of buildings on 
that property. Director Gay confirmed that this information can be added to the Annual 
Report.  
 
Director Gay added that while City Hall has been designated a historic property, Staff has 
not found any documentation that addresses the potential historic designation of the Fire 
Station on that property. Additional research will be conducted before that building is 
brought before the Board for potential historic designation. Board Member Williams 
requested that this also be included in the Annual Report.  
 
Board Member Williams also recalled that the HEPB’s Charter includes references to 
preservation of trees, and asked if the Board should also submit an update on some of 
the City’s work relating to this aspect of preservation to the County and the State. Director 
Gay replied that in 2014, Opa-locka was designated as a Tree City USA. Cities with this 
designation are urged to plant trees within the municipality to make it a more comfortable 
environment. This is reflected in new development opportunities.  
 
Director Gay continued that should homeowners wish to have trees removed from their 
properties, particularly if they are native species and/or of significant age, they are asked 
to go through a process similar to that of historic designation of properties. The request 
for tree removal would come before the Board for consideration, along with a mitigation 
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process addressing their replacement. The city still needs to develop a process for 
bringing these requests before the HEPB.  
 
Board Member Williams strongly recommended that the Annual Report include 
information regarding tree preservation, pointing out that Miami-Dade County has a 
significant tree planting effort underway. Director Gay concluded that he would add this 
as a section within the report.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl requested that a timeline regarding historic preservation funds for City 
Hall and the Fire Station be included in the Annual Report as well, although he 
acknowledged that some allotments may not have taken place until calendar year 2023. 
He pointed out that discussions of these allotments began in 2022.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl addressed Section 3 of the Annual Report, asking if it is necessary to 
report recorded losses of structures each year. Director Gay explained that this 
information was included in the report for Board members who may not be fully aware of 
the HEPB’s previous history since its reconstitution. This Section can be deleted if that is 
the Board’s desire. A/Chair Van Mecl recommended that the Section be removed, as it is 
not part of the Board’s 2022 activities.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl continued that he had previously requested the list of the City’s 
historically designated properties. The Building and License Department lists 34 folio 
numbers associated with historic properties, although only 26 of these structures are 
currently standing: seven properties should be removed from the list, as they are no 
longer in existence. He agreed with Board Member Williams that the list, once updated, 
should be part of the Annual Report.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl added that the Annual Report refers to Opa-locka as a certified local 
government, and asked if this is a recent development. Director Gay stated that this would 
need to be looked into further: while the city was once a certified local government, this 
may have changed since the City has come under State supervision. A/Chair Van Mecl 
recalled that the mayor has been working for the city to earn certified local government 
status, which requires an active preservation board operating under an updated 
Ordinance. He agreed that this issue should be examined further.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl concluded that Board Member Bob Smith was appointed in mid-
December 2022, and should be included as a new Board member. Director Gay explained 
that while Board Member Smith was nominated in 2022, he was not appointed as a 
member until 2023.  
 
Director Gay advised that the Annual Report is due by the end of March 2023. An updated 
version reflecting the changes and inclusions requested by the Board members can be 
emailed to them for verification. A/Chair Van Mecl requested that this be a condition of 
the Board’s approval. 
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Motion made by Board Member Williams, seconded by Board Member Suarez, to 
approve modifications. In a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
DISCUSSIONS & PRESENTATIONS 
 

1. IDENTIFYING THE PROPERTIES THAT WERE NOT INCLUDED IN THE 
INITIAL LIST OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES AND DETERMINE IF THESE 
PROPERTIES WOULD QUALIFY FOR HISTORIC DESIGNATION. 

 
Director Gay advised that Staff is currently researching this topic, including an 
examination of eight properties that have been dropped from the list of the initial 34 
historic sites. This will require a visual check of these properties to determine their 
condition. Additional research may be necessary before properties go through the 
designation process.  
 
Director Gay continued that this research is inclusive of another potential 30 to 40 
properties built between the 1920s and 1940s which were not included when the City 
began its initial push toward historic designation. He estimated that it will take another 30 
to 45 days to complete this process. A more thorough report can be provided at the end 
of this time frame, including a review of the condition of the properties. The Board may 
then determine whether or not the properties qualify for historic designation or, if not, what 
could be done to make them eligible for this designation.  
 
Director Gay advised that this process would involve working with property owners. 
Because some of the potentially historic properties are owned by corporations or 
investment firms, the City Manager has indicated he would like to see these properties 
transferred to owners who may take more care with the condition and the historic 
significance of the structures. The staff is working through this process as well and hopes 
to have a more complete report by May 2023.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl observed that May is Historic Preservation Month in the United States, 
which would make this an appropriate goal for progress toward historic preservation. He 
also noted that a handful of homes from the time period cited above have experienced 
sufficient alteration or modernization to make them unlikely to qualify for historic 
designation. A historic inventory spreadsheet has been prepared and sent to Staff to help 
guide their efforts. The University of Miami has also provided evidence of original 
elevation drawings for some of these properties.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl continued that the next step is to encourage property owners to seek 
historic designation from their properties. This has not been done since the late 
1980s/early 1990s.  
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Director Gay recalled that at a previous meeting, a Board Member had suggested the 
addition of a category of historic properties which may not have been designated historic 
but have been identified as contributing to historic value. These properties may have been 
built within the historic time period but are ineligible for historic designation due to 
modifications made by their owners over a number of years. Staff have not yet begun 
working on the language required for this category.  
 
Board Member Williams asked whether the historic designation of properties is made at 
the City or the State level, noting that there may be some differences in these two 
categories. She also requested that the Board see the criteria used to determine which 
homes are being considered for historic designation or contribution.  
 
Board Member Williams pointed out that historic designation may limit what an owner can 
do to the exterior of their property, which could make some owners reluctant to agree to 
the designation. She suggested that the Board consider potential incentives that could 
encourage property owners to participate in historic designation.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl agreed that the Board should seek to foster a relationship with the 
community. He noted that most property owners are willing to consider what historic 
designation may mean for their properties, and emphasized the importance of educating 
these owners so they understand the value of the designation to the City’s history and the 
community at large. He added that the Board may wish to discuss a potential tax 
abatement in the future for historic properties. 
 
A/Chair Van Mecl recalled that on January 27, 2023, a group of students and their director 
from the University of Florida informed the Board that they have selected Opa-locka for a 
semester-long study which included accounting for every structure within City limits. A 
comprehensive historic inventory has not been made for the city since the late 1980s. 
The students have been tasked with creating this inventory. He suggested that this could 
mean some of the work Staff has planned for historic designation has already been done. 
The students will provide a final presentation to the Board on April 20, 2023.   
 
Board Member Smith addressed the issue of contributing properties, pointing out that 
three slate houses were built as part of the City’s initial construction. While these 
properties do not display the City’s Moorish Revival architecture, he felt they would be 
worthy of historic designation if possible. He was not aware of whether or not these 
properties were still extant. 
 
A/Chair Van Mecl advised that two of these homes, which were built in 1925-1926, are 
still standing. He confirmed that they predate the City’s Moorish Revival architecture and 
are pictured in the book A Dream of Araby by Frank Fitzgerald Bush, which provides an 
anecdotal history of Opa-locka. The University of Florida students are expected to make 
recommendations to Staff regarding these homes.  
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Director Gay confirmed that once the students have provided Staff with the information 
they gathered, Staff will make the best possible use of the information in order to further 
expand opportunities for historic preservation in Opa-locka.  
 

• ESTABLISH THE CRITERIA FOR HEPB GRANTS 
 
Director Gay advised that Staff has prepared an application process for a Historic 
Property Renovation Grant, which would provide funds to the owners of historic or 
contributing properties. The City can award grants in the range of $1500 to $7500, 
depending upon the scale of the proposed renovation. Eligible properties will have been 
constructed between 1920 and 1945. Applicants to this program may be property owners 
or tenants with the property owners’ approval.  
 
Director Gay requested that the Board review the proposed criteria. The goal is to 
advertise the grants during May 2023, which is Historic Preservation Month. The grants 
would then be awarded in June. He emphasized that the draft criteria are subject to 
feedback from the Board.  
 
Board Member Williams requested clarification of the City’s budget for the grant program, 
as well as an estimate of how many grants Staff anticipates awarding to property owners. 
Director Gay replied that $100,000 is budgeted for these grants, which are expected to 
average approximately $10,000. This would cover the award of a minimum of 10 grants.  
 
Board Member Williams commented that the Board should consider whether grants are 
issued on a first come/first served basis or if they are subject to ranking according to 
specific scoring criteria. She also suggested that when grant funds are awarded, the 
Board consider what improvements are made with those funds. She recommended the 
Board determine their long-term goals for the program.  
 
Board Member Williams continued that she was not in favor of including tenants in the 
grant process, but of limiting participation in the program to property owners. She also 
pointed out that the grant process should include education for homeowners, so they have 
all the information they need to be responsible owners of historic properties.  
 
Director Gay explained that the intent of including tenants in the grant program was to 
take a broad approach. He agreed that this suggestion would be removed from the 
program.  
 
Director Gay continued that Staff is still working on the application process and requested 
feedback on this process from the Board members. Board Member Williams offered to 
assist in the development of the application. 
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Board Member Williams also recommended providing examples of what could be done 
to improve historic properties. She pointed out that repairs to a property can be very 
different from the steps that can be taken to preserve its historic value.  
 
Board Member Williams left the meeting at 8:03 p.m. 
 
Board Member Smith asked whether the grant will be considered a self-amortizing loan 
or would be otherwise documented for the property. Director Gay replied that Staff has 
not considered this possibility. He further clarified that when a city undertakes grant 
activity, certain documentation is required, such as ensuring an owner is current on their 
taxes before they may participate.  
 
Board Member Smith also advised that the City may wish to consider recording a 
document that specifies what the City expects a property owner to do with their grant 
funds. Director Gay stated that most City grants offer a reimbursement process rather 
than providing the funds up front. Board Member Smith recommended this policy but was 
in favor of monitoring of the use of grant funds.  
 
Board Member Ferguson asked how the grant program could be used to improve historic 
properties such as the two homes which predate the City’s Moorish Revival architectural 
style. Board Member Suarez commented that the properties’ qualification for the grant 
program would need to be determined.  
 
Director Gay explained that there are two areas of focus for the proposed grant program. 
One would address properties that have already received historic designation but need 
financial assistance to improve the structures. The other would apply to properties that 
can qualify for historic designation but require assistance to improve them. Each applicant 
and their proposed improvements would require evaluation to determine which area of 
focus applies to them.  
 
Director Gay continued that before any grant funds are released, applications will be 
presented to the HEPB for comments and recommendation. He added that the program 
may focus more closely on the time period in which the city was founded than on limiting 
the program to buildings in the Moorish Revival style alone. He also noted that buildings 
constructed in the late 1940s to early 1950s reflect other styles of architecture, such as 
Art Deco or Streamlined Modern, which the Board may also wish to consider for 
participation in the program. None of these buildings are on the list of potentially 
designated properties at this time.  
 
Board Member Suarez asked if the inclusion of buildings constructed in other architectural 
styles would change the City’s image. Director Gay replied that while his recommendation 
would be to focus primarily on Moorish Revival architecture, the Board may wish to 
consider recognizing other styles that were present at the founding of the city.  
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A/Chair Van Mecl commented that the University of Florida group is likely to include other 
architectural styles in their inventory. He added that Miami-Dade County is also 
undertaking an extensive evaluation of properties across all its communities that are 50 
or more years old, as these properties may be catalogued as historic. This means the 
City itself may be eligible for designation as a historic district simply due to the age of its 
buildings.  
 
Director Gay requested that the Board members put their comments in writing and submit 
them to his office for evaluation so Staff may respond accordingly.  
 
Board Member Suarez asked how the City can guarantee that property owners undertake 
the improvements approved for the use of grant funds. Director Gay replied that in most 
grant or similar programs, the property owner enters into a contract with the City for the 
receipt of funds. This would be especially true if the funds were advanced to the owner 
rather than provided through reimbursement. The contract would be developed in 
accordance with the City Manager’s and City Attorney’s Offices and brought to the Board 
for approval.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl requested clarification of the timeline on which the grant program would 
be advertised. Director Gay stated again that the goal is to have the application process 
complete and approved by the Board during the month of May, with awards to be made 
in June. There would be a 30- to 45-day period in which applications may be submitted.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl recommended that the Board determine what types of improvements 
would be eligible, such as structural repairs or aesthetic upgrades. He also felt it is very 
important to clearly state the goals and objectives of the grant program. He stated that in 
his opinion, the goal of the grant program should be to protect and restore Moorish Revival 
characteristics dating back to the City’s formative years. He felt other potentially historic 
homes which do not include these characteristics, such as the two slate houses discussed 
earlier, could be considered for designation as part of a second phase of the grant 
program. Most Moorish Revival architecture in Opa-locka was constructed between 1926 
and 1928.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl continued that the grant program should provide incentives for property 
owners to bring back the Moorish Revival elements of their properties. Because owners 
may not be aware that their properties originally included these elements, the City can 
provide them with the original plans of their homes and funds with which to restore the 
architectural features. He was in favor only of a grant program that would restore Moorish 
Revival features to the city. 
 
A/Chair Van Mecl continued that the grant program will need to determine the recipients 
of funds based on their needs. The City may wish to consider the costs of bringing in a 
structural engineer to determine the restorations that can be made on applicants’ 
properties. He also recommended that the 18 properties which are listed in the National 
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Register of Historic Places be examined to determine what features should be restored 
in the first phase of the program. Properties owned by nonprofit entities or private 
institutions would not be eligible for grant funds, as they already have access to tax 
incentives that will help them restore or rehabilitate their properties. A home that is 
registered as a historic property must also agree to the installation of a historic home 
marker and must hold clear title to the property.  
 
With regard to owner-occupied properties, A/Chair Van Mecl noted that the city of 
Sarasota, for example, selected a limited number of properties to receive funds for 
specific improvements, with a portion of the grant set aside for the approval of structural 
and architectural drawings. Renters may apply for that city’s program with the permission 
of the property owner but must provide a lease agreement with at least a three-year term 
to ensure longevity.  
 
Another aspect of Sarasota’s grant program was a requirement of three construction 
photos, proposed plans of the work, and three cost estimates from contractors. This was 
meant to ensure both the city and the applicant were getting the best possible rate for the 
work. The applications were then subject to review by that city’s historic preservation 
board, as well as building and permitting review.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl concluded that he would provide Staff with information from the city of 
Sarasota as well as his written comments. He reiterated that the grant program’s goal 
should be restoration of the City’s Moorish Revival features, with the intent of making 
Opa-locka the Moorish Revival capital of the world.  
 

• HISTORIC MARKERS FOR FORMER HISTORIC SITES 
 
Director Gay stated that some of the City’s historic sites are no longer in existence; 
however, Staff recommended that the Board consider placing historic markers on these 
sites to provide a sense of the history that had occurred there, even if the structures are 
no longer present. This can be brought back for the Board’s consideration at a later date.  
 

• HISTORIC MARKERS FOR HISTORIC RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES 
 
Director Gay noted that the placement of historic markers on previously identified historic 
buildings has already been discussed by the Board. The City is looking at different 
designs for these proposed markers, including the style of marker that already exists on 
a number of the City’s historic properties. These designs will also be brought before the 
Board for selection at a later time. Most of these properties are residential, although a few 
commercial properties qualify for these markers as well.  
 
Director Gay concluded that Staff hopes to proceed with placement of historic markers 
over the next three to four months. He added that if a budget allocation for markers is 
required, this can be considered within the next fiscal year. The style to which he referred 
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is usually a freestanding metal marker, often black with silver lettering, telling the story of 
the significance of a given location and/or structure.  
 
Board Member Ferguson asked if the city has a specific vendor in mind for these markers. 
Director Gay replied that Staff has not yet identified any prospective vendors and will need 
to conduct additional research before this is done.  
 
Board Member Smith observed that most of the markers in the style Director Gay had 
mentioned are provided by the State. He was in favor of placing identifying markers at the 
sites where historic activity has occurred.  
 
Board Member Suarez asked if the markers would be placed on private properties where 
there has been historic activity. Director Gay replied that this could depend upon the 
specific historic event(s) and their significance. He advised that he look into the vendor 
that supplies the State markers, and determine the process by which these State markers 
are provided.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl commented that there are different types of signage that could be 
considered, including historic interpretive markers, local registry markers, and Florida 
Heritage markers. He recommended that Staff look into the option of a Florida Heritage 
marker, as the application process for these is relatively simple.  
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
 
Board Member Ferguson advised that he appreciates the opportunity to serve on the 
HEPB.  
 
Board Member Smith also stated that he was happy to be able to play a role in making 
Opa-locka the best City it can be.  
 
Board Member Suarez also thanked Staff for their work toward improving the city and 
moving it forward.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl recalled that the Board had previously reviewed Miami-Dade County’s 
matrix for historic preservation, which clarified what can be approved by local 
administrations as opposed to what designations require a Certificate of Appropriateness. 
He requested that this be brought back at the next Board meeting so it can be codified as 
part of the City’s preservation program. He also requested that historic sites in the 
Magnolia North and Triangle communities be acknowledged for their role in the City’s 
founding and history.  
 
A/Chair Van Mecl continued that DiscoverOpalocka.org will be launched in May 2023. 
This site will include stories, photographs, and drawings which the public has not seen 
before, and will bolster enthusiasm for the community.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 p.m. 
 
 

 

ATTEST: 
 

                                                                                                         
Kinshannta Hall 
Board Clerk      
                    

 
                                                                                                         
 
Mykeisha Fenn 
 
Chairperson                     
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